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In the beginning…
There was a literature review.
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What is the need?

Research Question: To what extent are community service providers educating older 

Vermonters (older than 65 years old) about cannabis use compared to other 

substances?

• Lit review showed that there are:

• Risks associated with cannabis use

• Gaps in cannabis use education

• A lack of data surrounding cannabis use
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• Started by working with United Way of Northwest Vermont to identify some 
community partners that they work with 

• Also included some other community centers serving older Vermonters

• Conducted a survey

What We Did:
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The Survey

• What percentage of the community that you serve is age 65 or older?

• What types of services do you provide?

• What populations do you serve?

• Do you provide materials regarding the following substances?

• Do you provide materials regarding cannabis?

• What barriers does your organization face in discussing cannabis use with older adults?

• If resources were to be made available for you to distribute to your community, what 

would be your preferred format?
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Survey Administration

• Representatives from 58 eligible organizations were contacted

• 13 organizations completed the survey
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Results
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What we found:

• 0 organizations offered information on 

cannabis

• Sites that distributed resources related to other 

substances were largely focused on providing 

basic needs or community services

• 75% of sites that provided information on 

nicotine use were interested in providing 

information on cannabis if it were made 

available

• 100% of sites that provided information on 

alcohol and opioid use were interested in 

providing information on cannabis if it were 

made available

• Overall, 62% of organizations indivated that 

they were interested in providing information 

on cannabis if it were made available

• Every organization that was interested in 

distributing resources would prefer pamphlets 

as the educational material
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Conclusions

• There is a need

• There is a want

• There is an opportunity
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